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AIMS : 

Know how to: 

 

- understand and produce a written text 

- express ideas and interact orally 

- communicate 

 

Language level: A1+ CEFR 

Duration of lesson: two or more lessons 

Stages 

Several lessons of about two hours each 

Gingerbread has very distant origins. It was a bread that the Egyptians, Greeks, Romans 

and Chinese loved very much. In the Middle Ages, in the city of Reims, it was prepared 

with rye flour, good quality honey and spices. Since then, this dessert has become very 

popular thanks to a legend that students will discover as they read or listen to the story. 

Before reading this story, the teacher photocopies some pictures and displays them on 

the walls of the class (Attachment 1). The pictures will capture the students’ attention 

and encourage them to ask questions. The teacher can divide the class into groups and 

ask each group to write captions under each image using post-it notes. 

These captions will be checked during the listening or viewing the video of the book. 

The teacher then invites students to sit in the class area dedicated to reading and allows 

the students to watch the video. 

To check oral comprehension, you can propose the classic activities contained in the 

book. But if your aim is to get the entire class to speak, you can use questions, prepared 

in advance, that students have to ask each other by circulating in the classroom. 

Of course, each student will have a question but the same question can be given to 

multiple students. The teacher reads the instructions. “Read your question and ask your 

classmates to answer”. If you wish, you can compare the reply received with the one 

you would give. (Attachment 1) For about twenty minutes, students have to ask 

questions, memorise answers, or take notes, and report them back to the teacher in front 
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of the class. In this way, students become the protagonists of their learning and the 

classroom becomes a place where interaction is the key word. To make the lessons 

even more fun, you can propose an activity to create a bookmark in the shape of a 

gingerbread man (a model is located inside the book). 

Attachment 1  

Pictures to display on the classroom walls.  
   

   

 

 

 

 

 

From « The Gingerbread Man », Eli Graded Readers - Retold by Lisa Suett.  Stage 2 200 headwords | A1   
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Questions to ask students: 

- What’s the name of the main character?  

- Where do the old lady and the old man live?  

- Why does the main character shout ‘Help! Help! Open the door!’? Where is 

he? 

- Why do the old man and the old lady shout ‘Stop’? 

- What animal is running after the main character?  

- What animal helps the main character? Then what does he do? 

 

 


